
YES, On Our Watch 
YES I actually believe the AGK has every resource it needs to break 
through the deception created by a misguided, decaying culture! 
YES, I actually believe God has destined the AGK to provide the tipping 
point for a fresh revelation of Jesus.  
YES, I actually believe it’s by design that Kansas contains the geodetic 
center of North America, and geographic center of the US.  
YES, I actually believe the prophetic utterances that declared Kansas 
would become the epicenter of a nation shaping spiritual renewal. 
YES, I actually believe Pentecostal leaders and churches in Kansas 
represent the best hope for altering the future and eternity of people living 
in these boarders.  
YES, I actually believe we have the capacity and responsibility to turn 
back the enemy at the gate.  
(Isaiah 28:6 He will be a… source of strength to those who turn back the 
battle at the gate.) 

Text: Matthew 25: 14 – 30 NIV 
14 “Again, it (the breaking through of His Kingdom in the last days) will be 
like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his 
wealth to them. 15 To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, 
and to another one bag,[a] each according to his ability. Then he went on 
his journey.   

16 The man who had received five bags of gold went at once and put his 
money to work and gained five bags more. 17 So also, the one with two 
bags of gold gained two more. 18 But the man who had received one bag 
went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19 “After a 
long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with 
them.  

20 The man who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. 
‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I have 
gained five more.’ 21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+25%253a14+-+30&version=niv#fen-NIV-24024a


servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge 
of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ 22 “The man 
with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with 
two bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.’ 23 “His master replied, 
‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few 
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your 
master’s happiness!’  
24 “Then the man who had received one bag of gold came.  
‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you 
have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25 So I 
was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what 
belongs to you.’ 26 “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you 
knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not 
scattered seed? 27 Well then, you should have put my money on deposit 
with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back 
with interest. 

28 “‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten 
bags.29 For whoever has will be given more, and they will have an 
abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken 
from them. 30 And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

Prayer 

Introduction:  
What happens to lost luggage the airlines FINALLY pay claims on THEN 
find it?  
• It turns up at the land of lost luggage in Scottsboro, Alabama.  

o More than a million people annually visit the Unclaimed 
Baggage Center to shop for items left by airline travelers. 
They have everything from clothing to books, from cameras to 
household tools, from wedding gowns to electronics, and from 
jewelry to coffee machines.  



o The Unclaimed Baggage Center represents a “repurpose 
paradise” for UNCLAIMED property. 

• $158,373,998 DOLLARS sits unclaimed in the Kansas treasurers’ 
safe keeping 
o The largest single unclaimed payment waiting in Kansas?  

$295,390 dollars 

As sad as that unclaimed treasure sounds, unclaimed people in Kansas 
represent a much greater loss! 
• On your nametags: the number reflects the percentage of people in 

your county unclaimed by any religious organization. We have the 
opportunity to change that number.  

• To “change” the number, we must really SEE the number.  
o Unclaimed… not pursued although available / not pursued 

because of invisibility.  
o Yes, we will continue to see the unclaimed population & take 

ongoing action meant to solve the problem 
o I pray this Council ratchets up our awareness and helps us to 

see, REALLY SEE the vast opportunities all around us 
o When you SEE it, you can more effectively LEAD toward it!  
o AGK may not collect ALL of the unclaimed but we can claim 

OUR PORTION!  

• This Matthew passage contains many of my favorite topics: 
o Eschatology 19/ leadership 14/ finances 14, 16,17/ 

accountability 19/ risk 16-17 /rewards 21, 23 

• These encouraging, instructive thoughts have stood out most 
notably to me these last two months  

FIRST… All three servants had... 
Their own recognized capacities (ability) “each according to his ability” 
v 15 



• I am not responsible for accomplishing what someone else can 
accomplish.  

• We stand responsible to reach what WE can reach individually and 
as a local church 
o Comparison makes no sense when we realize HE gave us tasks 

based on what HE knows we can accomplish  
o Servant One gained his 5 bags but didn’t GAIN the ONE bag 

Mr. Three was capable of gaining 

Next, these three servants carried... 
The trust of their Lord  
• Every generation must produce its own greatness and have its own 

Pentecost. YOU are the great ones of this era. He didn’t trust D. L. 
Moody or Billy Graham with this mess. He has placed his trust in 
US.  

• This era is HIS GIFT to you, His validating statement about YOU. 
Because of that, we will embrace cultural challenges as God trusting us in 
our season of ministry  

Notice also that the three servants lived under... 
The calculated expectation of the Master for a return from each 
servant  
The Master expected production of wealth   
 Not excuses  

Not a practiced analysis of extenuating circumstances  
Not a FB post about what we didn’t do because of what we didn’t 

have  
In these closing days of the end times, the Pentecostal church must lead 
the way in accurately defining “faithfulness”  
PART of the definition must include the affirmation of Yes, we will remain 
uncomfortable with "empty seats" and a lack of empowered converts  
ACMR’s aren’t designed as tools of condemnation. Rather, they provide 
an evaluation tool to help us avoid the pain Mr. Three felt. 



• Pain, disappointment, shock (?) resulted from what Mr. Three 
left unclaimed for his Master – From what he didn’t even try to 
claim  

Conclusion:  
If you hear criticism of small church size… then I’m not clearly 
communicating 
If you hear that success means always posting larger attendance numbers 
each year…then I’m not clearly communicating.  

If you hear appreciation and admiration for dedicating your energy in 
challenging contexts…then my intended message is getting through. 

If you hear a desire for every church to embrace healthy, strategic plans 
from the Holy Spirit, designed to reach their city and county… then we 
are on the same page.  

------------------- 
Pray this Prayer with me 
Father, you actually see the unclaimed of our county / you know their 
names / you know their challenges / you know their hopes and dreams / 
their dysfunctions and addictions. / And you love them unconditionally. / 
Help ME see them like you see them. / Enlighten our thoughts / so that we 
may think of them / the way YOU think of them. /  

Holy Spirit, / we cry out for your power / we request your strategic plans / 
to claim those yet unclaimed for the Kingdom. / We care about the people 
that should be part of our local church / We care that they aren’t sitting in 
our services / worshiping you with joy  / and serving your purposes 
through their lives / Instill in us more than ever / an urgent discomfort / 
about empty seats  / refresh in us / a strong but kind aversion / to all 
anemic brands of Pentecost. 



Thank you Jesus / for allowing me to be in ministry leadership / in this 
season 
I know the world is in turmoil / I recognize that we face / significant 
political and economic constraints  
But YOU are still greater / than all the issues threatening Your church. / 
Thank you for trusting us / with this era / thank you for calling us to 
ministry leadership / at this time in history. / Your trust humbles us / your 
trust emboldens us / your trust convinces us / that we can do what You’ve 
called us to do! / We can solve this problem / by Your enabling grace / we 
can lay claim to the unclaimed treasure / you died to retrieve! 
 
Thank you for hearing us. 
Thank you for helping us see. 
Thank you for trusting us. 

Amen! 

------------------  
Introduce Missionary evangelist Mike Holt 


