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RESOLUTION 1
Preaching Requirements for Credentialed Ministers

SUGGESTED GENERAL COUNCIL BYLAW AMENDMENT

WHEREAS, The proclamation of the Word has always held a prominent role in
the Assemblies of God; and

WHEREAS, Scripture sets apart those ministries with a
preaching/proclamation component as entrusted with the handling of the Word.
And Biblical ordination would seem to be reserved for such ministries; and

WHEREAS, Our position statement on ordination, as adopted in 1976 (and
unchanged as of 03/24/11) states that ordination should be limited to those
ministries that would fall into the five-fold ministry gifts, including Apostle, Prophet,
Evangelist, Pastor and Teacher; and

WHEREAS, There are other ministries, which do not directly involve the
proclamation of the gospel, for which a credential may prove beneficial; and

WHEREAS, Ministries that directly involve the proclamation of the Word
should be held to a higher standard as indicated in James 3:1; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That General Council Bylaws Article VII. MINISTRY, Section 3,
Specific Qualifications, c. Certified Minister, page 119, which currently reads:

(1) General Requirements. They shall show promise of usefulness in the

gospel work. They shall devote full or part time to Christian ministry and, at

the discretion of the district credentials committees, may remain under the

supervision of a pastor or a ministry coach or mentor. They shall show

evidence of a divine call and be actively engaged in some aspect of ministry

and proclamation of the gospel, except in case of ill health or advanced age.

Be amended to read:
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(1) General Requirements. They shall show promise of usefulness in the
gospel work. They shall devote full or part time to Christian ministry and, at
the discretion of the district credentials committees, may remain under the
supervision of a pastor or a ministry coach or mentor. They shall show
evidence of a divine call and be actively engaged in some aspect of ministry
and proclamation-of the gospel, except in case of ill health or advanced age.
And, be it further:
RESOLVED, That General Council Bylaws Article VII. MINISTRY, Section 3,
Specific Qualifications, d. Licensed Minister, page 120, which currently reads:
Qualifications for license shall include clear evidence of a divine call,
character and preparation suitable for that calling, practical ministry
experience, and an evident purpose to devote one’s life in service to the
proclamation of the gospel.
Be amended to read:
Qualifications for license shall include clear evidence of a divine call,
character and preparation suitable for that calling, practical ministry
experience, and an evident purpose to devote one’s life in service to the
proclamation of the gospel ministry.
And, be it further:
RESOLVED, That General Council Bylaws Article VII. MINISTRY, Section 6,
Official List, b. Inactive or Disabled Ministers, page 121, which currently reads:
(1) Definition. All ministers who have not been actively engaged in a viable
ministry and proclamation of the gospel over a period of 1 year shall have
their names placed upon the inactive list for the following year.

Be amended to read:
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(1) Definition. All ministers who have not been actively engaged in a viable
ministry and-preclamation—of the gospel over a period of 1 year shall
have their names placed upon the inactive list for the following year.
And, be it further:
RESOLVED, That General Council Bylaws Article VII. MINISTRY, Section 3,
Specific Qualifications, e. Ordained Minister, page 120, which currently reads:

Qualifications for ordination are outlined in the New Testament (1 Timothy

3:1-7; Titus 1:7-9). In addition:

(1) Applicants must be 23 years of age or older.

(2) They must have met all the requirements in making application and in
completing the prescribed application form.

(3) No person may be ordained to the ministry until he or she has shown
evidence of a divine call and has held a ministry license and has been
actively engaged in ministry and proclamation of the gospel for at least 2
full consecutive years immediately prior thereto.

(4) Residency requirements of applicants. Applicants must be residents of or
hold credentials in the district where they make application and appear
before its credentials committee. District councils are required to refrain
from approving any applicant for ordination who may have been licensed
in another district, until such licensed minister shall have been a member
of the district in which he or she is seeking ordination at least 1 year.
Applicants who have not been a member of the district where they apply
for ordination for 2 full consecutive years must meet the requirements and
secure the endorsement of the officers of the district in which they were

previously licensed, as well as the district of their residence.
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(S) Exceptions to requirements. The General Council Credentials Committee,
upon request by a district credentials committee and where exceptional
circumstances exist, may waive the requirements for an applicant holding
a ministry license for 2 full consecutive years or being a member of the
district in which he or she is seeking ordination for at least 1 year.

(6) In order to maintain active status, ordained ministers shall be engaged in
viable ministry and proclamation of the gospel except for cases of
disability, retirement, or other valid circumstances as determined by the
general secretary.

Be amended to read:
Quualifications for ordination are outlined in the New Testament (1 Timothy
3:1-7; Titus 1:7-9). In addition:

(1) Applicants must demonstrate an evident purpose to devote their life

to the proclamation of the gospel.

(2) Applicants must be 23 years of age or older.

(3) They must have met all the requirements in making application and in
completing the prescribed application form.

(4) No person may be ordained to the ministry until he or she has shown
evidence of a divine call and has held a ministry license and has been
actively engaged in ministry and proclamation of the gospel for at least 2
full consecutive years immediately prior thereto.

(5) Residency requirements of applicants. Applicants must be residents of or
hold credentials in the district where they make application and appear
before its credentials committee. District councils are required to refrain
from approving any applicant for ordination who may have been licensed

in another district, until such licensed minister shall have been a member
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of the district in which he or she is seeking ordination at least 1 year.
Applicants who have not been a member of the district where they apply
for ordination for 2 full consecutive years must meet the requirements and
secure the endorsement of the officers of the district in which they were
previously licensed, as well as the district of their residence.

(6) Exceptions to requirements. The General Council Credentials Committee,
upon request by a district credentials committee and where exceptional
circumstances exist, may waive the requirements for an applicant holding
a ministry license for 2 full consecutive years or being a member of the
district in which he or she is seeking ordination for at least 1 year.

(7) In order to maintain active status, ordained ministers shall be engaged in
viable ministry and proclamation of the gospel except for cases of
disability, retirement, or other valid circumstances as determined by the

general secretary.

Submitted by Revs. Dwight D. Dozier & Christa A. Zapfe



